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June Meeting - Submitted by Jim Jackson, Program Chair & Chrissy Sanford, Chapter Second VP            

Our September meeting will be on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, 12 September, due to the Labor Day 

Holiday during the first week of September, and we’ll again be at the beautiful Bluewater Grill on 

Wrightsville Beach, beginning at 1130 hours.  Our luncheon continues to be priced at $15, which includes the 

entrée of your choice, soft beverages, coffee, tea, and dessert. Cocktails will be available for purchase. Luncheon 

selections will be made at the door and include: 

 

       - Grilled Fish Tacos 

       -    Greek Salad with Grilled Chicken 

       -    Fish and Chips with French Fries 

       -    Roasted Chicken BLT with French Fries 

 

As many Chapter members are aware, we are fortunate to have a number of former members of the Army Nurse 

Corps in our midst, among whom are former Chapter President (now National MOAA Board member) Jeri 

Graham, COL, USA (Ret.), Chapter Second VP Chrissy Sanford, COL, USAR (Ret.), Chapter Email POC 

JoAnn Doleman, LTC, USA (Ret.), and Chapter Benefits & Resource Support Coordinator Mimi Denton, LTC, 

USA (Ret.).  Knowing the significance of the contributions of Army nurses throughout history, we are very 

pleased to have MG Margaret “Peggy” Wilmoth, USAR (Ret.), former Deputy Surgeon General for the US 

Army Reserve, as our September guest speaker.  General Wilmoth will speak to us about issues surrounding 

meeting medical recruiting needs, issues facing military members, their spouses and their children, and answer 

your questions about medical readiness and the military. 

 

Please RSVP NLT Thursday, 7 September, to JoAnn Doleman via email: jdoleman522@gmail.com, or 910-

540-8459. 

 

Upcoming Programs for 2017 

• 07 Oct - CDR Robert Johannesen, USN (ret), MOAA member - Blue and Gold Officers and their 

role in Service Academy candidate selection 

• 07 Nov - Dr. Jose V. “Zito” Sartarelli, Chancellor, University of North Carolina at Wilmington 

• 05 Dec - Special Holiday Celebration featuring Cape Fear Chordsmen (Barber Shop Quartet) 

Message from SENCLAND Chapter President, Jim Brumit 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the US AIR FORCE (70 years) and the US Coast Guard (227 years). The Coast 

Guard's birth date is August 4, 1970 and the Air Force's birth date is September 18, 1947. 

 

Although the SENCLand Chapter didn't meet during July and August we still had a variety of activities that 

members attended and enjoyed. 

 

In July, a number of chapter members went to see "Mr. Roberts" on the stern of the USS North Carolina. The 

pre-show get-together and the show were fabulous as reported via emails and word-of-mouth. Thanks to our 

Special Events Coordinator, Ed Sullivan, who arranged the event. He is already arranging special events for the 

fall. 
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The expanded UNCW Veteran's Resource Center was dedicated August 14th by Chancellor Jose Sartorelli.  He 

indicated that UNCW hopes to increase active duty, veteran, and spouse enrollment from the current level of 

1700 to 4000 in the next four years. Attending from SENCLAND MOAA were Bob Doleman, Charles Lewis, 

and Larry Wilson. 

 

At the November luncheon, the chapter will elect officers for a two-year term beginning in January 2018. All 

elected positions, which include a president, three vice presidents, and seven service representatives will be 

elected at that time. A Nominating Committee will be appointed to select officers for elected positions. Please 

contact me if you are interested on being on that committee. You can reach me at (910) 228-

3577 or jimbrumit@aol.com . After the nominating committee is in place, they will be asking for the names of 

members who are willing to give of their time and talents to the chapter. Please consider a position as an elected 

board member. 

 

Ken Klassen, 1st Vice President, is relinquishing his duties as Public Affairs Officer and POC for the Level of 

Excellence award. He will continue as the webmaster and A/V coordinator. If you are interested in either 

position, or both, please contact me at jimbrumit@aol.com or (910) 228-3577. 

 

Incidentally, “M*A*S*H” celebrates the 45th anniversary of first being aired on television on September 17…. 

running from 1972 – 1983. 

 

Special Events Update – Submitted by Ed Sullivan, Special Events Coordinator 

On July 13th, twenty SENCLAND members and guests attended the performance of "Mister Roberts" on the 

fantail of the Battleship North Carolina which was performed by our local Thalian Association Community 

Theater.  Considering the extreme summer heat leading up to the performance, this evening welcomed clear 

skies and a comfortable warm breeze. The fun evening started with a potluck dinner at the ground's cabana on 

the banks of the Cape Fear River overlooking the City of Wilmington.   After the potluck, our members were 

treated to front row seating for the live performance.  A special thank you to Ms. Danielle Wallace, Programs 

Director of the Battleship North Carolina, for ensuring we had a spectacular evening.   

 

 
 

Upcoming Event Info - Plan to join fellow members and guests for a Special Evening Event at Mike's Farm 

on December 12th, 2017, starting with transportation pick up at 4:15PM. The event includes transportation and 

a private family style dinner and the Festival of Lights Hayride.  Dinner is served at 6:00 pm with a 30 minutes 

hayride following.  The hayride around the farm is accompanied by Christmas music. Along the way are lighted 

holiday scenes and a live nativity. 

We can take 50 guests so please make your reservation early.  Cost per person is $52.00 which includes 

transportation, dinner and hayride.  We have more group activities planned for the future, so be watching your 
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email and newsletter for our next fun event.  If you have any questions, please call Ed Sullivan at 910-599-

1595. 

 

Legislative Affairs - Submitted by CAPT Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair 

Legislative activity in Washington picked up in July and early August and will be continued in September 

following the Summer recess.  Both Houses passed legislation to modernize the Post 9/11 GI Bill and expand 

benefits for Reserve and Guard members.  After an initial misstep, the House of Representatives approved an 

extension to funding for the Veterans Choice program that gives greater access to medical care for veterans. 

Both Houses have completed their versions of the 2018 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), which 

will be finalized in a joint conference committee. Both versions include increased funding for operations, 

acquisition, and active-duty pay raises. But the Senate version contains provisions to increase TRICARE fees 

for active duty service members as well as increased pharmacy fees for all users. MOAA does not support these 

increased fees and will be addressing this issue both in Washington and during Summer visits with Members of 

Congress. The House of Representatives also passed its version of a combined DoD, Homeland Security and 

Veterans Affairs Appropriation Bill, which will now be reviewed in the Senate. The DoD portion of this Bill 

largely supports the provisions of the NDAA and the President’s Budget Request.  

There are many bills of retiree/veteran/military interest in work in both Houses of Congress.  You can track 

progress of these bills on the MOAA national Web page at: http://capwiz.com/moaa/issues/bills/.  MOAA has 

provided draft emails to Members of Congress at this Take Action site, if you would like to chime in with your 

representatives on any of these issues. 

On August 8th, I met with Congressman David Rouzer (R, 7th District) to discuss MOAA’s Top Three issues for 

the 2017 – 2018 legislative year: Budget Control Act caps (Sequestration); Disproportionate TRICARE fee 

increases; and SBP-DIC offset (Widow’s Tax).  MOAA HQ and NCCOC requested local Chapter 

representatives meet with their local Congressmen to review MOAA positions on these issues and keep them 

fresh in the minds of our representatives in Washington.  This was a good meeting.  Mr. Rouzer was very 

attentive and well-informed on these issues.  He is generally supportive of the MOAA positions on the key 

issues and is a co-sponsor of a House Resolution that, if enacted, would end the SBP-DIC offset. 

At the state level, the NC General Assembly completed its 2017 regular session on July 31st.  Bills of military, 

retired or veterans interest that were passed into law are listed below: 

• HB 486/S 400 - National Guard Education Assistance Changes - passed by House 4/20.  Passed by 

House and Senate. Signed by Governor 7/21. Now State Law 2017-155. 

• HB 487/S 404 - National Guard Reemployment Rights/Arbitration - passed by House 4/27.  Passed by 

Senate 6/1. Signed by Governor 7/21. Now State Law 2017-156. 

• S 8 - Reduce Occupational Licensing Burdens on Military Families – Passed by Senate 3/15.  Passed by 

House 6/20.  Signed by Governor 7/12. Now S.L. 2017-104. 

• S 62 – Veterans Affairs Commission/Strategic Plan. Signed by the Governor 6/8.  Now S.L. 2017-29. 

• HB 57 – Physical Therapy Licensure Compact.  Now S.L. 2017-28. 

• HB 120 – National Guard Can Purchase From Correction Enterprises. Now S.L. 2017-154. 

• S 63 – Military Affairs Commission Strategic Plan. Now S.L. 2017-64. 

• S 578 – Veteran-Owned Small Business Annual Report. Now S.L. 2017-90. 

 

It seems unlikely that any bills not passed during the regular session will be reconsidered in any Special Session 

that the Governor may call, but you never know.  Some of the bills not passed this session may be re-introduced 

next year.  If you would like more details on these and other bills we were tracking throughout the summer, 

please see the monthly reports I provided for the SENCLAND web site.  Don’t forget that you can track 

progress of all of these bills yourself, and contact your elected representatives at http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/. 
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Outreach Initiatives - Submitted by LtCol Larry Wilson, Outreach Chair 

Thanks to the generosity of our members, SENCLAND Chapter contributed to the fourth annual Cape Fear 

Purple Heart Association's dinner honoring area Purple Heart recipients, the oldest military award given to 

service members wounded in action while serving their country. The event, held Saturday, 12 August, at the 

Wilmington Convention Center, honored 59 veterans from World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Operation Iraqi 

Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. Each Purple Heart recipient received commemorative gifts 

honoring their service and representing their branch of the military.  

On Monday, 14 August, several members of the chapter attended the ribbon cutting ceremony opening the 

newly renovated Military Resource Lounge (MRL) at the University of North Carolina Wilmington. The MRL 

serves as the campus center for the approximately 1,700 veterans and military affiliated personnel attending 

UNCW. Chancellor Jose V. Sartarelli welcomed the attendees and stated his goal of increasing the number of 

veteran students to 4,000 in the near future. UNCW Veteran's are now connected with the National Chamber of 

Commerce Program to aid in employment pursuits. 

As members may recall, President Jim Brumit presented a check for $500 to Academic Provost Marilyn Sheerer 

on 1 May 2017 to support the military student population at UNCW.  

 

Cape Fear Chapter 366, Air Force Association News 

On Thursday, 7 September, local Cape Fear Chapter 366 will host a special guest who may be of interest to 

many SENCLAND members, regardless of service background.  National Air Force Association President, 

General Larry O. Spencer, USAF (Ret.) will join AFA Chapter members, and any people interested in 

attending, at David’s Deli, 1984 Eastwood Road, Wilmington, at 6:00PM for cocktails, followed by a brief 

business meeting, dinner, and then General Spencer’s remarks.  Retiring as a 4-star general, having attained the 

second-highest position in the USAF, General Spencer’s appearance will be of great interest to many military 

officers.  If interested, please contact Cape Fear Chapter President (and SENCLAND MOAA chapter member) 

John Lasley at  910-679-4354, or email:  johnlasley2007@gmail.com.  This is a first-come, first served event 

due to space limits. 

 

SENCLAND Chapter Website Information 

 If you have logged onto the Chapter Website (www.SENCLAND.org)  over the past few months, you have 

read coverage about a busy summer of special events plus legislative updates.  There are numerous pieces in the 

News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery and Our Heritage tabs for your review.  Also, numerous 

new members have joined and their contact info is available in the roster that is available to members only.  If 

you need help logging onto the website for roster info, please call or email Ken Klassen, Webmaster, at 910-

791-3999 or kwkswk@att.net. 

 

Membership Updates 

New Members: 

Morgan, Marcia – COL, USA (Ret.) 

Doucette, Diane – Capt, USAGR (Ret.) 

Fash, Byrd – Surviving Spouse of USAF LtCol Vernon Fash 

Deceased Members: 

Martin, Joseph E. – LTC, USA (Ret.) – Surviving Spouse is Rosemarie 

Craig, John E. – COL, USA (Ret.) – Surviving Spouse is Susan 

Loughlin, John “Jack” – LtCol, USAF (Ret.) – Surviving Spouse is Marjorie 

 

Help Us Keep Track of All of Our Members 

It is important that we maintain current contact information on all of our Chapter's members. Please let Al 

Schroetel know when you have a new address, e-mail or telephone number.  Additionally, if you know of 

changed status, such as relocation, of any members of our Chapter, we’d greatly appreciate hearing about that as 

well.  
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Chaplain’s Corner 

SENCLAND Chapter Chaplain Charles Lewis sends this reminder - In the event of a serious illness, or a death, 

in the case of a Chapter member or spouse, please make sure to let our Chaplain know of the specific mailing 

address for family members who should receive get-well or sympathy cards from SENCLAND Chapter.  This is 

a vital communication process - we want our membership to know that we sincerely care. 

 

Editorial Policy and Comments 

The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an affiliate of the 

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).  MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are 

independent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations.  As a part of MOAA’s efforts to advance 

legislation and budgets that would be in the best interests of military members, retirees, and their families, there 

is an ongoing initiative to create awareness on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways 

to give their input to state and national legislators.  The following link will take you directly to MOAA’s 

legislative activities and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.  

SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice 

Our newsletter is published monthly (except July & August) in sufficient time to provide information on 

upcoming meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value to you, but we do not aim to compete with 

established print, broadcast, or online media, and we do not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in 

Military Officer each month. What we want to do here is keep you informed about the chapter and our 

SENCLAND efforts to stay connected with each other, and support our local military and veteran communities. 

To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. Simply send your 

notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Brud Deas, (bruddeas@gmail.com) as you collect them. 

Everything submitted by the 15th of the month will be considered for inclusion in the following month’s 

newsletter. All items are subject to editing.  

SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. You can see a full listing 

of current sponsors at the end of each newsletter. Soliciting sponsorship in this way provides a way to recognize 

our sponsors while allowing us to keep our dues the lowest in the state. If you would like to discuss sponsorship 

opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that 

appreciates the mission of SENCLAND MOAA, please email Brud.  Cash sponsorships in excess of the cost of 

publishing this newsletter in its current format will augment our local military and veteran outreach activities, 

increasing the positive effect that we have on our local community. Consider inviting your neighbors to 

participate by sharing this newsletter with them and talking about MOAA SENCLAND.  Whenever possible, 

please patronize our sponsors and let them know we all appreciate their support of our important 

initiatives. 

 

http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/
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837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023 
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 

 

“…Creating lifelong memories every day” 
837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023 

1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585 
www.appleanniesbakeshop.com 
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THE SENCLAND 

CHAPTER 

of the 

MILITARY OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION OF 

AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 382 

Wrightsville Beach, NC  28480 

 

 

RETURN SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

 

September 2017 
 

 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) Membership Application Form 

Date of Application:  __________________________________________ 

Active Duty _______ Active Reservist _______    Retired _______     Former Officer _______   

Name:  _____________________________________ Rank _______    Service ______________ 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________State______       Zip+4 ____________ 

Date of Birth MM/DD/YYYY:  _____________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name:  _______________________________ Home Phone:  _____________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a National MOAA member?   _________ Annual _________ Life Member __________ 

Note:  It is not necessary that you be a member of National MOAA in order to join the local chapter although we 

strongly encourage you to become a National MOAA member. 

Your National MOAA membership number (on magazine label): ___________________________________ 

Annual chapter dues of $20.00 are waived for the current calendar year for new members! Please complete this form  

and mail to the return address above.  Call Al Schroetel, Membership Chairman, at 910-686-6905 or email 

downeast@bellsouth.net if you have any questions. We look forward to meeting you! 

mailto:downeast@bellsouth.net

